
October 2009  
Without a Doubt 

 

God Laughs? 

 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

Many of you have been wondering, so Iôll just tell you. I was 

an only child for five years. Thatôs what accounts for any idio-

syncrasies of character. You might as well know. We all need 

something to blame it on and it isnôt Marianôs or the Marinesô 

fault. 

 

Actually, what spurred this bit of foolish confession was the 

reading from Proverbs 1 a couple of weeks ago. Much of 

Proverbs is instruction to young people who have had little 

time to gain experience, from those who have gained much. They cover a multitude 

of lifeôs situations from young love and marriage to raising children, listening to God, 

growing old, or even going to war. They are written for the times in ancient idioms 

yet are timeless and understandable to our modern ears. 

 

For the most part they convey common sense, which to the young isnôt too common 

and might not make much sense. In fact at this middle stage for me I find that the fol-

lowing generation still canôt hear advice or the voice of experience because it is out 

of context for them. Some of us who are more experienced still have problems with 

context for the admonitions that come our way. 

 

Do you remember being told that you had to take history and that youôd appreciate it 

later even though you couldnôt fathom why now. (Maybe you wanted to be a history 

major and couldnôt see the use of math.) Some of us used the same speech on our 

kids for the same subject even though weôre still waiting to fathom why. Some 

phrases just seem to roll off our tongues and make sense whether we understand them 

or not. I still think truth is more self-evident than not. 

 

Of course itôs difficult for any of us to hear truth that encourages us to change our 

ways, either of action or thought. In fact the age group to whom Proverbs is ad-

dressed will probably assume the whole intent is to make them miserable or at mini-

mum spoil their fun. The situation seems to hearken back to the ô60ôs where the wis-

dom was, ñIf it feels good do it as long as no one getôs hurt.ò 

 

As many times as it has been heard we laugh again at the joke about the patient that 

tells the doctor, ñIt hurts when I do this.ò And the doctor says, ñWell, donôt do that!ò 

Those who have been through knee surgery know the opposite. ñDoc, it hurts to do 

that!ò ñKeep doing it and do it further. Youôll get better soon.ò So the patient against 

all inclinations and bodily warnings of pain does it and behold, they get better faster. 

 

Can I get you to agree that our spiritual lives are much the same?  

 

There are points in our spiritual journey when we read things like Proverbs and are 

sure that God is just trying to spoil our fun or that He surely couldnôt have meant all 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Sr. Warden Report 
 

Lord, I rely on the comfort you give me in my daily 

life. I am blessed knowing you are with me at all 

times. I call upon you for strength, and it is there. I 

ask for your blessings of others, and I know it will 

be done. Thank you for your love and devotion. I 

want to know you better so I may increase my faith, enabling me to live a better 

life according to your will.  

A-men 

 

This is a silent prayer that gives me strength to go on in my daily life. We all talk 

to God in our own way. This is good keeping the line of communication open. 

We keep talking, but do we stop to listen. Keep your ears tuned to hear God. He 

is speaking to us . It may be in a feeling, a vision, or in a dream. Be open to his 

words. Keep listening. 

 

Have you noticed the small cork board by the library? This is the new TASK 

BOARD. We have the lawn taken care of by The Lawn Barber, and the lawn 

looks great. But there are other jobs around the yard and inside the church and 

halls that need some attention. 

 

Bill and I have created this TASK BOARD to help you and us know what needs 

to be done around the parish area. If you wish to help; select a card with the task 

you wish to do. Complete the task; then sign your name and date on the back of 

the card. Return it to the envelope on the board. I have noticed that one card has 

already been removed, GREAT! I do hope that with our cooperation we can keep 

our grounds beautiful. I thank all of you for your hard work. 

 

Itôs time again to find those church members who wish to become vestry mem-

bers. This is a three year term. Those who wish to be nominated for the vestry 

please contact me. There are three members leaving the vestry this year, Pat 

Webster, Mary Anne Kingsley, and myself. We need a minimum of three  

nominees but would like more. Please pray about this and let me know. The  

election for vestry will be in January, 2010 at the annual church meeting. 

 

A few more dates to remember: 

 

OCTOBERFEST---October 3 at St. Peters the Fisherman-ticket ($23) are still 

available. 

ECW TRINITY DISTRICT FALL MEETING---October 8-- Held at St. Thomas, 

reservations ($10 includes lunch)-sing up in parish hall. 

ECW FASHION SHOW---November 6-see Ginnie Goodwin for tickets 

ST THOMAS HOMECOMING---November 21 & 22 --save these dates . We 

want 100% attendance. All past members are receiving invitations. Evangelism 

committee is in charge of this event , but if you want to help please let those on 

the committee know. This should be a great weekend. 

 

God Bless, 

Camilla Turner, Sr. Warden 
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ǆ   Ǉ  CHOIR NEWS ǆ   Ǉ 
 

Choir practice has begun, but it is never too late to 

join us!  We have finally settled on Thursday  

evenings from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. as our regu-

larly scheduled practice time. 

 

We welcome new members Judy and Dave  

Wickersham and Jim Moore.  We are so excited to 

see our ranks grow!  Hopefully we can add more as 

the year progresses. 

 

We are truly grateful that Karen Parker is returning 

as our accompanist.  She is blessed with special  

talent and we are happy that she is willing to share it 

with us. 

 

We hope you enjoy our music as much as we take 

pleasure in bringing it to you. ðDee Sage 

 

October 

Hostess Schedule 
 

 

 Oct. 4 Ellie Finta & Jackie Schmidt 

 Oct. 11 Sarah Kenny & Happy Williams 

 Oct. 18 Penny Gahan & Susan King 

 Oct. 25 Mary Ann Kingsley & Marilyn Ryen 

 October 
 

 

Tom & Ellie Finta  

 

Janet Adkins, Wendy Seward & Laura Agnostak 

will prepare for our worship in October 

All members please mark your calendars for our 

meeting at church on Novembet 7th at 9:30 AM.  Be 

thinking about which days during Advent and which 

months in 2010 will be best for you to serve as we 

will be planning for Advent and 2010 at our 

Saturday meeting.  

 

God's Peace, 

Marian and Mary Beth.  

October 
 

David Opgrand  

and 

George Schenck 

 
 

 

 

 

The Outreach Committee is looking for additional 

volunteers to handle administrative duties at the 

Coastal Womenôs Shelter office on Friday mornings. 

 

We try to have a sufficient number of volunteers so 

you would be scheduled for only one Friday a 

month.   

 

Anyone interested, or if you know someone with 

interest, please contact Joanne Cuskley (745-3291). 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Ice Cream/Pie Social at the Oriental 

United Methodist Church, featuring the 

music of local musicians, ñHarbor 

Soundsò and a silent auction.  The date to remember 

is Sunday, October 4th at 7 PM. 
 

All proceeds are for their building fund. 
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that stuff for now. Fortunately He does mean it. Most 

of the Old Testament is examples of God saying, 

ñthis is how it is,ò and the people doing their own 

thing anyway. Proverbs 1:20-31 in this selection 

seems to be saying, ñIôve just been flappinô my gums 

talkinô to the wall and you havenôt heard a word Iôve 

been saying. So just go ahead (out dressed like that, 

or drivinô like that, or hanginô with those kind of 

folk) and youôll find out for yourself I was right. Iôve 

been there. You donôt have to get burned just to 

know the stove is hot. éé.. 

 

I think the sibling order and time as an only that I 

referred to in the beginning had something to do with 

how I receive instruction and take criticism. It really 

caught up with me at the Academy. But the portion 

of Proverbs that caught my attention was: 

25  and because you have ignored all my counsel  

  and would have none of my reproof,  

26  I also will laugh at your calamity;  

  I will mock when panic strikes you,  

I can hear my Greek grandfather saying to me in any 

number of situations, ñYouôll hurt yourself if you do 

that, and Iôll laugh.ò It might have taken the form of 

ñI told you éò or ñDonôt you remember éò Iôm not 

sure if I wanted his approval or just didnôt want to 

get laughed at. His words didnôt always stop me ei-

ther. In any case I can hear it now as the voice of ex-

perience, telling me the obvious that wasnôt so obvi-

ous to me.  

 

I know now that his intent was not to spoil my fun. 

He allowed me a lot of freedom at his expense, espe-

cially when it came to using his tools. He died when 

I was eleven and by that time Iôm sure I had ruined 

(WAD Continued from page 1) anything that had an edge on it. As I followed his 

example my produce became better, and my errors 

decreased. One of the last scenes of this kind I re-

member was searching for dropped nails in the 

gravel of the garage and straightening them out to be 

reused. It seemed to me nails were cheap and more 

were to be had easily. I had no thought for the possi-

ble flat tires the car would have from the nails it 

would surely find. He was teaching me about re-

sources and waste from the experience of growing up 

in rural Greece and a devastating civil war. Lessons 

that ring true today; mountains of garbage surround-

ing our cities and water needing filters. 

 

God personified as Wisdom in Proverbs wishes the 

best for our lives with each other and with God. But 

we were stubborn then and know it all now. Must we 

still touch the stove to see if itôs hot? Or, might we 

take Godôs wisdom as truth? Perhaps we resist be-

cause it makes us uncomfortable, or because we 

canôt see the necessity. But truth is truth whether we 

understand it now or not. 

 

I think arguing with God about what works is like 

arguing with your parents about whether you have to 

take history. My desire for myself and all of us, is 

that we trust and believe that when we ask God for 

abundant life, His directions are meant to provide for 

it. I donôt believe that God would give us a scorpion 

when we have asked for an egg. Luke 11:12 

 

Well, Iôm just not going to take history, and I donôt 

think that paint is wet. And God laughs. 

 

Godôs Peace, 

Fr. Jeremiah 

LETôS TALK MONEY 
 

 Did you ever wonder what happens after you write a check or 

drop some money in the collection plate.  Well first it has to be 

counted and tabulated (this is accomplished by the Pledge 

Treasurer and one of the current Vestry members) so that the 

bank deposit can be made and the proceeds credited to your 

pledge account.  Then it is turned over to the Treasurer. The 

Treasurer then puts the deposited money into the appropriate 

funds and accounts so that the Vestry, referring to the budget, 

can oversee the expenditure of the funds and report back to the 

parish via the annual and monthly reports.  The parish also 

reports its financial status to the Diocese in the form of the 

annual Parochial Report. Veracity of the procedures and 

accounts is also checked by an annual audit.  The Treasurer 

puts the deposited funds into one of several different accounts 

or funds which are enumerated below: 
 

The General Fund (also known as the Operating Account) 

This is the account that covers the operations of the Parish on a 

yearly basis.  
  (continued on page 8) 
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The new brochures for 2009-2010 Adult Sunday 

School are available on the table in the Parish 

Hall.  This yearôs lessons began September 13th 

with ñThe Rabbiôs Giftò. 

 

Youôll find everything from the ñFeminine Face 

of Godò to ñUs, GOD and Mammonò.  It looks to 

be an exciting year of learning.  All are welcome 

to join Sunday School each Sunday at 9:15 a.m. 

 

We were also fortunate to have one of our 

parishioners give a 3 part series on ñThe Heart of 

Christianityò by Marcus J. Borg.  Thank you 

Cheryl. 

 

 

Young Peoples Sunday School  
 
 

Laura Agnostak will teach a lesson to children 

during the time of Adult Education from 9:15 AM 

until 10:15 AM and then there are volunteer 

attendants from the congregation to be with 

children during the church service. All will come 

back into the church at the time when we pass the 

peace in the church. So be sure to bring the 

children, we're ready to welcome them. 

  
A schedule will be posted in the narthex and near 

the door of the parish hall. Parishioners, please 

sign up to monitor the nursery so that we take 

infrequent turns. The ushers should look at this 

list to be aware of who will be the attendant for 

the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The kitchen Clean-up crew scheduled for 

October is Carol McAdoo & Maija Fink. 

 

ANDé.We still have an ongoing MYSTERY 
as to the whereabouts of those 40 some odd 8ò 

sandwich plates.  We may have to call on 

Sherlock.  Anyone with any information 

please contact Ellie Finta. 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS  
 

Sunday, October 4th  at 3:00 P.M. here at St. 

Thomas Episcopal Church.  There will be snacks 

for all pets and their people. 


