
MARCH 2010  

 

 

WITHOUT A DOUBT  

 
DONôT TACK TOO SOON! 

 

 Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

There arenôt many sermons I remember from the Methodist church in 

which I grew up, but I do remember a couple of stories and the 

closing to the Pastoral Prayer each week that I later discovered came from the Book of 

Common Prayer. 1  There is such good stuff in there. I donôt remember the context of the 

story but it surfaced again last week in some material I was reading through. Iôm 

surprised it hadnôt shown up before on the Internet or in one of the 30-40 Fwd:ôs I get 

every day in the email. 

 

The arrival of this story seemed to coincide with my Lenten ruminations wrestling with 

my own desires, hopes, fears and dreams, and how many of them were inspired by the 

devil. Iôm sure none of you have this conversation with yourselves. Worst of all I find 

that my direction of thought if not my long-term goals are reshaped constantly by current 

events external to my circumstances. Sort of ñBlowinô in the wind.ò Itôs often necessary 

to reevaluate and change directions. But itôs also valuable to consider where the 

information and counsel to change course comes from. Tacking to reach an up-wind mark 

is necessary, but tacking too often can kill all headway. 

 

We are often too quick to pass judgment on a life event and change course. We may even 

be persuaded by the latest in fad books, including the ñChristianò spirituality ones. Iôm 

often coerced by the crowd. Put me in a group of contemplative types and Iôll be 

contemplativeðuntil I have to run outside and scream after about 5 minutes. The 

weather, the news or the crowd doesnôt affect the long term and deep changes though.  

 

Here is the story. 

There was once a young man who came from a very poor family in China. When he 

was out for the day his horse ran away. On his return, the villagers ran to his father to 

express their sadness for this financial loss to their neighbor. ñIsnôt this terrible?ò they 

wailed. The aged father shook his head from side to side and calmly stated, ñMaybe 

good. Maybe bad.ò 

On the following day, the lad went out to hunt for the missing steed, and to his great joy 

he found a herd of wild horses and was able to bring them back to the village. The 

elated crowd ran to his father and exclaimed, ñIsnôt this wonderful news? What great 

fortune!ò The sage-like elder again merely stated, ñMaybe good. Maybe bad.ò 

The next morning the boy went out into the corral to try to break in a horse for himself. 

In the process he was trampled and made lame. When the townspeople saw his ruined 

leg, they ran to his father to convey their grief. The reply was the same again, ñMaybe 

good. Maybe bad.ò 

A day or so later the Chinese army came to take all the able-bodied young men away to 

war. 2 
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WARDENS WATCH  

 

MARCH 2010 

 

 
      I was on an extended trip immediately following the  

vestry retreat and was not able to write a wardenôs watch for 

February, so this will be my first effort for the current year.   

Even though it is a little late I do want to thank Camilla for the outstanding job she 

did as senior warden.   She was superb.  The vestry retreat was well done and we 

have a good start on the year 2010. 

 

     The first thing that occurs to me is that the short survey we did just before the 

retreat shows that we are close to unanimous in thinking that we have a warm and 

caring parish that goes out of its way to be friendly.  In addition we seem to all feel 

that we need new members and that we need younger members.  As most of us are 

beyond child bearing that means the only way to get new and younger members is to 

recruit them. (Sounds a little bit like evangelism doesnôt it)?  Well the fact is that we 

have the necessary recruiting skills and we certainly have the outgoing programs and 

friendliness required to add to our congregation. The one thing we seem to forget is 

that we need to ask people to join the family by asking them to come to church with 

us. We all have lots of friends who probably would be happy to participate if we 

would just invite them to come to church with us.  So, be a friend to your friends and 

show them what they are missing. 

 

     We are always in need of people to chair and or serve as a member of the various 

committees of the church.   Those of you who do not participate at the committee 

level miss a chance to learn the many things this small church does in the local  

community and for that matter the larger community through our various outreach 

projects. 

 

     I recently looked at the newsletter of an Episcopal Church on Long Island that is 

considerably larger than our Parish.   I was surprised to find out that we budget and 

receive more money than they do in pledge and plate.   They actually budget and 

spend more than twice as much as we do because they are heavily endowed but we 

actually have more going on than they do with the single exception of a large  

childrenôs Sunday School. 

 

     I am pleased to be your Senior Warden and look forward to a great year working 

in the most caring parish I have ever been a member ofé 

                                                 Peace 

                                                   Jim  
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MARCH  

Hostess Schedule 
 

 

 

 

Mar. 7 Joan Ulvog & Molly Grubb 

Mar. 14 Nancy Inger & Cheryl McFadden 

Mar. 21 MaryAnne Kingsley & Rolayne Schwendy 

Mar. 28 Jo Tingle & Shirley Tingle 

MARCH 

 

 

Connie Hickman 

&  

Nancy Inger 

The GOOD NEWS is that March is very well covered 

as many replied to our plea for help!  We thank each of 

you---Marge, Wendy, Laura, Charlotte, Susan and Pat. 

It seems as though Advent was yesterday and it couldn't 

possibly be the Lenten season---we all know that Easter 

will be here before we know it and 

we will celebrate that most beauti-

ful time. 

Thank you for your help---have a 

blessed Lent. 

  

Marian and Mary Beth 

MARCH  
LECTORS  

& CHALICE BEARERS  
 

 

Mar.  7 8am  W. Seward 

  10:30 (L) B. Goodwin 

   (C) J. Bond 

   (C) G. Robinson 

 

Mar. 14 8am  G. Evans 

  10:30 (L) C. McAdoo 

   (C) N. Inger 

   (C) E. Finta 

 

Mar .21 8am  P. Valinoti 

  10:30 (L) B. Sage 

   (C) D. Dunford 

   (C) J. Adkins 

 

Mar. 28 8am  M. Dales 

  10:30 (L) G. Schenck 

   (C) J. Bond 

   (C) J. Sharpe 

MARCH  
 

 

Susan & Jamie King 


