
JUNE 2010 
WAD June 2010 

 

THE NAG OF HEAVEN  

 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

 

The Womenôs Petition Against Coffee, 1674 

Coffee leads men to trifle away their time, scald their chops, and spend their 

money, all for a little base, black, thick, nasty, bitter, stinking, nauseous 

puddle water. évia Carolyn Bishop & Jim Taylor in Ralph Miltonôs 

RUMORS 

 

This newsletter is available to you just following our celebration of Trinity 

Sunday, which follows Pentecost, both of which present problems to a 

monotheistic religion. Not only are Christians accused of disconnect 

thinking (we have three Gods who are one God and one God who is three 

Gods), but also of moving toward a pantheon with enough gods to represent 

all the things we canôt explain otherwise. Toss in a few Saints garnering 

undue adulation and we have a very hard to explain spiritual quagmire.  

 

I run into problems when confronted with the idea of the cosmic police 

twirling heavenly nightsticks or celestial Tasers. I often find that peopleôs 

idea of god is one that pictures a deity who watches, takes notes when weôre 

bad (measured against some nebulous scale) and Zzaps us when we get too 

far out of line. The list is then held over our heads until death at which point 

Santa, I mean god, checks it twice and decides if we get ice cream at the 

heavenly banquet or stockings of coal to feed the fires of hell. If we were to 

be stopped between making a living and pursuing our favorite 

entertainment, many of us could offer nothing deeper. 

 

Well, Iôm paranoid enough about doing the right thing that the thought of 

three deities watching, listing and Zzaping really puts me over the edge. 
(Continued on page 7) 
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St. Thomas  
Episcopal Church 

 
The Rev. Jeremiah C. Day 

Rector 

 

P.O. Box 461 

Oriental, NC  28571 

 

Church - 249-0256 

Green House - 249-0953 

stthomas@stthomas-

oriental.net 

www.stthomas-oriental.net 

 

The Moorings 
Published the last Sunday  

of the month 
 

Editors  B, J & M 
 

Contribution articles 

welcome. Please submit to 

church office.  

July/August articles due 

June 18, 2010 

Phone Numbers 
  

Rector   249-3375 

Sr. Warden 249-3960 

Jr. Warden 249-1576 

WARDENS WATCH FOR 

JUNE 2010 

 
The Church Picnic on the River is over and it 

was a grand success.  The rain held off, the 

music by the Vogt, Sykes, and McFadden 

quartet was great, The message from Jeremiah 

was inspirational and the food was outstanding as usual  Thanks to 

all the organizers including Camilla, Pat and Jackie and most of 

all thanks to Jerome and Ann Parker for the use of their lovely 

home on the water. 

 

Your Vestry met on the 11th of May and received a report from 

Ellie Finta on the ECW and the recent Tour of Homes. Although 

the final figures are not in the ECW estimates a net income of over 

$2800 from the Tour of Homes. They are also planning for a fall 

fashion show on the 6th of November. 

 

While we are talking about special events the Croaker Fest is com-

ing and the team of Jim Moore and David Wickersham ably ad-

vised by the good Mayor of the City of Oriental are planning the 

Hot Dog and Hamburger Booth for the year 2010.  Standby for the 

sign up lists to flip and serve hamburgers and dogs and watch the 

croakers and croakerettes pass by in the annual parade/pageant. 

Among the actions the Vestry took was a change in wording to the 

Article VI Section 2 of the By-laws which adds the following two 

sentences to the existing By-Laws: Vestry members are expected 

to attend all retreats and vestry meetings.  Repeated absences from 

regular vestry meetings without cause may result in the removal of 

the vestry member upon the unanimous vote of all other vestry 

members. 

 

The financial report shows that we are still below the budgeted 

income expectations and are over-expended on the operating 

budget due largely to the late posting of propane bills for the ab-

normally cold winter we experienced last year.   The report is 

(Continued on page 8) 
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JUNE 

Hostess Schedule 
 

 

 

June 6 Kathy Bates & Liz Smith 

June 13 Caroline Parham-Ramsey &  

  Roberta Jones 

June 20 Jennie Hollowell &  

    Laura Agnostak 

June 27 Caroline Bliss  

This year is really flying by!  We have  

entered "the long green season" and summer 

is upon us. 

 

Laura Agnostak and Marge Dales will  

prepare God's altar for worship during June. 

 

Wasn't the Parish Picnic 

Wonderful!  Great way to 

start our summer. 

 

God's peace, 

Marian and Mary Beth 

JUNE 

 

 

George & Charlotte 

Schenck 

 

JUNE 
 

Bill Creel 

&  

Ray Orndorff  

JUNE 
LECTORS  

& CHALICE BEARERS  

 

 
June 6  8am  W. Seward 

  10:30 (L) J. Berry 

   (C) G. Robinson 

   (C) J. Adkins 

 

June 13  8am P. Valinoti 

  10:30 (L) C. Bliss 

   (C) D. Dunford 

   (C) J. Adkins 

 

June 20 8am  G. Evans 

  10:30 (L) B. Sage 

   (C) G. Robinson 

   (C) J. Sharpe 

 

June 27 8am  M. Dales 

  10:30 (L) J. Schmidt 

   (C) D. Dunford 

   (C) E. Finta 
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June Outreach Committee 

News 
 

Donations 
 

 The Outreach Committee has made the 

following second-quarter donations in the 

name of St. Thomas Church: 

 

 Episcopal Farmworker Ministry: 

$500 (delivered after the visit to Newton 

Grove) 

 Habitat for Humanity: $300 

 Coastal Womenôs Shelter: $100 

 

Shower Bags Delivered to Newton Grove 

 

The shower bag project was a huge success! 

Many thanks to all of you who made the 

shower bags, filled the shower bags, and 

donated clothing! 

 

On Friday, May 7, several members of our 

congregation (Kathy Bates, Marge Juerling, 

David Opgrand, Marilyn Ryen, Charlotte 

Schenck, and Joan Ulvog) delivered 96 filled 

shower bags and about 20 bags of clothing to 

the Episcopal Farmworker Ministry (EFM) 

in Newton Grove. They were met by the 

EFM staff, EFM Director Father Rojas, and 

his wife Lucia. The staff served the St. 

Thomas folks a lovely lunch of authentic 

Mexican dishes. 

 

Father Rojas gave the St. Thomas visitors a 

tour of the EFM Center and talked about 

future plans for expansion, as well as about 

the needs of the 6,000 workers that the 

Center expects to serve this year. He talked 

especially about the kinds of clothing that the 

farmworkers need to protect themselves from 

the sun and from insecticides. Because they 

have to wash their clothes out by hand each 

night to remove the dirt and insecticide, they 

need lightweight slacks (such as chinos or 

even surgical scrubs) and long-sleeved 

collared shirts. The most common waist sizes 

are 30 or 32.  

 

Even though our clothing and shower bag 

drive is officially over, if you would like to 

donate clothing at any time, please contact 

Charlotte Schenck at 249-2831. 

 

 

MAY OUTREACH PROJECT  

PCFLO 

 

Due to mixed messages, the deadline has 

been extended to  June 6th for returning 

filled grocery bags and making monetary 

donations. Please make your check out to 

ñPCFLO or Pamlico County Fishes and 

Loaves Outreachò and place the check in the 

jar provided in the Parish Hall. If you have 

any questions, contact George Schenck at 

249-2831. 
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 Christopher Grayson 

 Larry Traynor 

 Ross Kingsley 

 Christopher Day 

 Shirley Traynor 

 Linda Knowles 

 Jane Sharpe 

 Nancy Inger 

 Ev Pfeiffer 

We ask your prayers for the following  

Members of our parish family: 

DAILY PRAYER 

 

 

The Worship Committee in conjunction with 

the Evangelism Committee is developing a 

project of providing an opportunity for our 

parishioners and people in our community to 

Worship, give thanks, and pray for each 

other in our Church at St. Thomas on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays 

at 8:30 AM. 

 

The services will be open to people of all 

faiths, churched, un-churched, boat people, 

tourists, visitors, etc. It will be a short 30 

minute service that will not include music, 

homily, nor Eucharist. We will do morning 

prayer and use the lectionary for scripture. 

The service will be conducted by lay people 

volunteers. 

A sign up sheet will be available in the 

parish hall. Reverend Day will conduct a 

training session. 

 

Daily Prayer has been conducted 

successfully in other churches and is a great 

opportunity for the laity to engage in the 

Worship of God in our community. 

 

Matthew 10:5-7 

These twelve Jesus sent out with the 

following instructions: ñ Go nowhere among 

the Gentiles, and enter no town of the 

Samaritans, 

But go rather to the lost sheep of the house 

of Israel. As you go proclaim the good news, 

ñThe kingdom of heaven has come near.ò 

 

Ray Orndorff 

COMMUNITY EVENT  

 

On Friday  evening, June 4th at 7:00 PM, 

the local music group Harbor Sounds will 

give a benefit performance at St. Peter the 

Fisherman Catholic Center for the Pamlico 

County Fishes and Loaves food pantry.  All 

are invited to attend and support this very 

worthy cause.  Donations of food for the 

pantry will also be collected at this time.  

Please bring a dessert to share after the 

performance." 
 

Gail Watts, Office Administrator 

St. Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church 

Oriental, NC 28571 

Phone- 252-249-3687  Fax- 252-249-0349 

stpeteronc@embarqmail.com 
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OUR LIVES TOGETHER EVERY WEEK  
 

 Holy Eucharist Sunday 8:00a 

 Holy Eucharist Sunday 10:30a 

 AA Group Sunday 8:00p 

 Bible Study Monday 10:30a 

 Bible Study Monday 1:30p 

 Cursillo Reunion Monday 5:30p 

 Rector & Wardenôs Meeting Tuesday 8:00a 

 Cursillo Reunion Breakfast Tuesday 8:00a @ Deli Bistro 

 Menôs Bible Study Tuesday 9:00a 

 Alanon Tuesday 8:00p 

 Healing & Holy Eucharist Wednesday 8:30a 

 Prayer Group (call for location) Friday 1:30p 

 

 

 

Monday May, 31     MEMORIAL DAY OFFICE CLOSED  

 Wednesday 2 6:15p Pot Luck & Grill 

   7:00p Praise & Prayer at the River 

 Sunday 6  2 Pentecost Holy Eucharist Rite II 

    CPC Sunday 

 Monday 7 1:00 p ECW Fashion Show Meeting 

 Tuesday 8 10:30a Evangelism Committee 

   10:30a Christian Formation 

   7:00p Vestry Meeting 

 Wednesday 9 10:00a Outreach Committee 

   6:15p Pot-Luck & Grill  

   7:00p Praise & Prayer at the River 

 Sunday 13  3 Pentecost Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 Tuesday 15 11:30a LUNCH & LEARN 

 Wednesday 16 10:30a Pastoral Care Committee 

   1:30p Worship & Music Committee 

   6:15p Pot Luck & Grill 

   7:00p Praise & Prayer at the River 

 Thursday 17 9:30 a KITCHEN CLEAN-UP 

 Friday 18  MOORINGS ARTICLES DUE  

 Saturday 19 9:00a Menôs Breakfast 

 Sunday 20  4 Pentecost Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 Wednesday 23 4:30p ECW Board Meeting 
(Continued on page 7) 
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COLOR LEGEND 

RED ð CHURCH GREEN    ð GREEN HOUSE 

BLUE ð PARISH HALL BLACK ð OTHER LOCATION 

 Wednesday 23 6:16p Pot Luck & Grill 

   7:00p Praise & Prayer at the River 

 

 Thursday 24 4:00p Evangelism POOL PARTY & BBQ 

 Sunday 27  5 Pentecost Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 Wednesday 30 6:15p Pot Luck & Grill 

   7:00p Praise & Prayer at the River 

(Continued from page 6) 

We do not have a Heavenly Parent, Redeeming Sibling and Spiritual Nag for a God! 

 

The martial arts cult classic Kill Bill  staring Uma Thurman and David Carradine, has Thurman 

submitting herself to a martial arts master and practicing seemingly impossible tasks including 

attempting to strike her fist against and through what appears to be a thick solid wood board. 

Only later does this ridiculous and unbearable training pay off when she is able to break out of 

her wooden casket having been buried alive. Her instructor does not nag. She practices because 

she desires the outcome as necessary for her very life. 

 

I do not suggest that you get your theology from Hollywood or country music. I am suggesting 

that God, our God, father of our Lord Jesus Christ and giver of Holy Spirit does not stalk us nor 

drag us into relationship. Rather God continues to invite us, as it has always been and as proven 

by the coming of Jesus, into communion with Holy Spirit as facilitator (not nag). If we are to 

have the tools of abundant life we need a master to teach us and precepts for their use. 

 

We do not escape a world that seeks to enslave us to things and ideas that are not life giving by 

being more adept at fist and sword. 2  We overcome the world because Christ has overcome and 

invites us to join with him. God does not nag us away from activities that lead to pain, 

suffering, loss, dissolution or despair. God has promised and proved in the cross that our joining 

with Christ will not be burdensome, but will be a yoke that is easy and light. The staff of the 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Kitchen Cleanup in JUNEKitchen Cleanup in JUNEKitchen Cleanup in JUNE   

Everyoneôs Help is NeededEveryoneôs Help is NeededEveryoneôs Help is Needed   
   

All ECW Members InvitedAll ECW Members InvitedAll ECW Members Invited   
   

ECW Annual Kitchen Cleaning  

and Inventory will be Thursday, June 17 at  

9 AM. Many hands make light (and quick) 

work!  Please put your name on the sign up 

sheet in the Parish Hall. 

ECW - Pool Luncheon & Swim 

 
Ladies, Mark You Calendars for Friday July 23rd  - Late Morning ï Elevenish 

Jean and Dick AhKao ï 6105 Horton Road - Oriental 

 

Hot Dogs, Hamburgers and refreshments will be furnished by Jean and Dick Ah Kao 

 ECW Members are to bring a salad or dessert 

 . 
 

 ECW Fashion Show Committee 
The next meeting for the ECW Fashion show committee will be Monday, June 7th at 1:00 in the 

Parish Hall. 

posted on the bulletin board nearest the 

church office on the west wall if you desire 

to peruse it further.  Hopefully this situation 

will rectify itself as we are expecting to have 

to replace the heating and air conditioning 

unit in the parish hall this fall before the win-

ter cold arrives. 

 

On a sad note the choir is on summer sab-

batical, but our able choir directress is ar-

ranging for some special guest performers to 

brighten our Sunday service until the choir 

reconvenes in the fall. 

 Peace 

 Jim 

(Continued from page 2) 
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St. Thomas Columbarium 
 

A Memorial Garden in the Parish 

Courtyard 
 

Have you ever noticed the markers in the 

columbarium at St. Thomas?  Just what is a 

columbarium?  The columbarium at St. 

Thomas makes it possible for the remains of 

members of the parish community to be 

close by, reminding us of the Communion of 

Saints, both living and dead. 

 

The service for Christian burial takes place 

in the sanctuary with the ashes in a container 

covered by a pall. Committal is held 

immediately thereafter in the courtyard.  If 

the family wishes, friends may be received in 

the parish hall following the committal. A 

reception to receive friends may be arranged 

upon request. 

 

Each niche has a plaque with the persons 

name and dates of birth and death.  You may 

select and reserve a niche in the 

columbarium by asking the Rector for a copy 

of the policy, rules and regulations 

concerning this arrangement between you 

and St. Thomas Church.  The charge is $300 

which includes container, plaque and 

maintenance. 

 

  

CREMATION:  Cremation remains an 

approved option in the Episcopal Church.  

Theologically, we need not have our bodies 

either preserved or intact for Resurrection to 

occur.  

Shepherd if not for striking the sheep but for 

guiding, rescuing, and blocking ways that are 

futile. 

 

It is true that there is evil that we must shun. I 

sincerely hope it isnôt coffee as indicated by 

the Womenôs Petition of 1674. 3  In the world 

we canôt decide whether eggs are good or bad 

for our cholesterol. So I suggest that our 

spiritual lives be guided not by the world 

(Hollywood or country music) but by God 

Holy Spirit who is at unity with God Abba 

and Jesus with whom we are heirs of the 

kingdom. We are not nagged, but invited to a 

peace that the world cannot give and where 

Godôs greatest weapon and ours, is love. 

 

Godôs Peace, 

Fr. JeremiahÀ 

 

PS The ñHound of Heavenò is for another 

time. 

 
 1  A weapon firing barbs attached by wires to 

batteries, causing temporary paralysis. ORIGIN 

1970s: from the initial letters of Tom Swift's electric 

rifle (a fictitious weapon), on the pattern of laser. 
2  We are protected in that the Devil flees at the name 

of Jesus, and we wield the sword of the Word of 

God. James 4:7 & Eph. 6:17 
3  I do not intend to intimate that women are the only 

nags. Men are equally capable performers. 

(Continued from page 7) 
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   HELP  NEEDED!!!!!  

 

Help is needed with the Moorings at the end 

of June. This entails folding, addressing and 

mailing the Moorings when Beth finishes 

creating them.  

 

Please notify Beth if you are willing to help 

with this task (249 0256).   

 

Thank You   

 Camilla    

Evangelism Pool Party and BBQ  

 
at Minnesott Golf and Country Club on 

June 24, 5-8 pm, tickets are $10 for adults 

and $4 for children.   

 

Invite your neighbors and friends for a fun 

evening pool side and in the water.   

 

Tickets are available at the church and from  

Evangelism Committee members. 

11th Annual Baseball Event 
 

Donôt forget to get your tickets early for GRS 

to this annual event made possible by Dick 

AhKao and your Evangelism Committee. 

 

The date is:  Friday, August 6th.  The time 

is: 7:00 PM @ Grainger Stadium (carpool 

departure from St. Thomas @ 4:30 PM).  The 

cost:  $15 adult; $10.00 kids 8 and under. 

Deadline for tickets:  July 21, 2010. 

You are Invited! 
Lunch and Learn 15 JuneLunch and Learn 15 JuneLunch and Learn 15 June   

12 noon 

St. Thomas Church Parish Hall 

 
Learn the Latest on Nutrition 

Enjoy a Great Healthy Lunch 

 

Please RSVP by June 10th 

Barbara Stockton 252-617-9565 

bjstockton@dockline.net 

 


