
JANUARY 2010  
WITHOUT A DOUBT  

 

WHAT ARE WE UP TO? 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

I hope you have had a blessed Christmas and a happy New 

Year. Marian and I are taking our after Christmas vacation in 

KY with my folks and for the first time are carrying a grand-

child with us. Iôm big on transferring family traditions from generation to 

generation, and so am hopeful that one day Cody will remember holidays at 

the same house in which I last lived before leaving for college. Of course that 

means that ñsomeoneò will have to have the spiced tea brewing to flavor the 

house, baklava to flavor the palate, a tree around which to run the trains, 

taffy to pull, and oranges to pierce with cloves for the closets. Add to that the 

constant stream of guests and what will be my feeble attempt to play carols 

on the violin with granddaddy at the piano. It will be the cream icing if there 

is enough snow to sled. 

 

St. Thomas has its own traditions; those of worship, learning and care. These 

have become very important to me in my years here. Some things I have 

brought to you from my own journey, particularly my version of Holy Week, 

Easter and Christmas. The traditions with which you have impressed me are 

your enthusiasm in worship each week, your participation in Christian For-

mation and the care you show to one another.  

 

As we enter the new year I have considered emptying all of our committees 

and offering you an opportunity to change jobs, choose a new focus or step 

down from or up to leadership. Sort of a Chinese Fire Drill or Committee 

Musical Chairs with plenty of chairs available. Though it may be interesting 

to see how we settle out Iôm not sure that the chaos would not take most of 

the year to recover from. So Iôll only point out a couple of areas that will be 

critically low in the coming year. 

 

Pastoral Care Committee 

This is not care of the pastor though Iôm sure they would offer if I needed. 

Pastoral Care tries to keep up with the physical/emotional needs of parishion-

ers who are in distress, particularly due to illness, but also for other immedi-

(Continued on page 4) 
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Contribution articles 

welcome. Please submit to 

church office.  

February articles due 

January 22, 2010 
 

Phone Numbers 
  

Rector   249-3375 

Sr. Warden 249-2897 

Jr. Warden 249-0319 

Sr. Warden Report 
 

This is my last Senior Wardenôs  

report to you. Being Senior Warden has 

been an experience I never thought I 

would have.  I thank all of you for allow-

ing me to be on your Vestry, and Fr. Jeremiah for trusting me to 

be his  

warden. It has been most rewarding. Each day I looked forward to 

the challenges, and as a result I have grown in mind, body, and 

spirit. During these past two years we have accomplished a great 

deal. Without your help these tasks, building a new kitchen, re-

decorating the parish hall, hosting the supply priest, and providing 

for the needy, may not have been done. I thank you. You are 

warm, giving and hard working; I am blessed to be part of this St. 

Thomas family. 

 

We still only have three nominees to the vestry, George  

Robinson, Caroline Bliss, and Larry Gracie. 

 

There are three parishioners who have requested to be delegates to 

the 127th East Carolina Diocesan Convention. We need three al-

ternates. If you wish to be an alternate and are a confirmed adult 

Episcopalian please contact me. The Convention will be held Feb-

ruary 4, 5, & 6 in New Bern. This is a very rewarding experience 

that each Episcopalian should experience. 

 

I would like to thank Wolf and Wally Umbach for taking  

pictures at our homecoming weekend. You did a great job. Thank 

you for posting them too. Speaking of homecoming, WOW!!!! 

What a great weekend. The Evangelism committee did a fantastic 

job. We thank you for a job well done! 

 

I bid farewell now. It has been an honor to serve all of you. 

 

May God bless you, 

Camilla Turner, Senior Warden 
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We continue our program with ñGifts of Holy Spiritò which runs through February 14th 

Jan 3 & 10 Scripture 

Jan. 17  Aspects of Health & Wellness 

Jan. 24  The Experience of Being Healed 

Jan. 31  Spiritual Deliverance 

Feb. 7  What Are Your Gifts 

Feb. 14  Have You Received and How Will You Use Your 

Gifts? 

January 

Hostess Schedule 
 

 

Jan. 3 Janet Adkins & Jean AhKao 

Jan. 10 Laura Agnostak &  

 Sue Williams 

Jan. 17 Sue Alison & Lorraine Weeks 

Jan. 24 Jackie Wall &  

 Marcia Webster 

Jan. 31 Linda King & Peggy King 

 January 
 

 

Gary & Sue Williams 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

Here we are in 2010 impossible as it may 

seem! 

Ellie Finta and Susan King will prepare 

God's altar for worship during January.  

Ladies, please check in the sacristy as 

there are still some  spots 

to be filled. 

We wish you a blessed 

and peaceful new year. 

Marian Day and  

Mary Beth Berry 

January 
 

 

Cecil Sykes  

&  

George Link 
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We ask your prayers for the following Mem-

bers of our parish family: 

ate needs. It tries to ensure that no one ñfalls 

through the cracks.ò To this end Pastoral 

Care sponsors seminars of life events and 

stages. It collects referral resources to offer 

those facing longer-term issues that the 

church cannot meet. It also takes a role in 

highlighting the need to consider each of our 

futures and take appropriate planning meas-

ures. We interface with Marthaôs Circle for 

meals and coordinate transportation and com-

panion needs. The Pastoral Care committee is 

also invaluable in bringing individual needs 

to the pastorôs attention. Our Senior Lunches 

are sponsored by Pastoral care as well. We 

have need of at least 4 new members on this 

committee and could use more. 

 

Christian Formation 

Formerly Christian Education, Christian For-

mation has accomplished a dream that Iôve 

had for all the years Iôve been ordained. That 

is, to have a full year planned and published 

before the start of the school year. They have 

done a marvelous job of balancing and inte-

grating Biblical study with issue oriented fo-

rums. In a parish our size having multiple of-

ferings for adults on Sunday is not workable. 

The Christian Formation committee surveys 

the congregation for ideas and adds their own 

to produce programs of interest. Some are 

taught by home-grown folks and others have 

invited speakers or  

videos as their foundation. This is one group 

that well benefits from many members and 

therefore many ideas and contacts within the 

congregation. Christian formation can accom-

modate 5 or more interested persons. The di-

versity of interests is what has made our pro-

(WAD Continued from page 1) gram so interesting over the last several 

years. Please add your talents. 
 

 As always I encourage you to inquire of 

Holy Spirit where your talents may be best 

used or where God is moving you toward 

previously unknown territory. Talk to current 

members of our committees about the full-

ness of their ministries and where their needs 

lie. Iôm sure there is a place for you. 

 

 Godôs Peace and a blessed new year, 

Fr. JeremiahÀ 

 Elaine Creel 

 Christopher Grayson 

 Larry Traynor 

 Ross Kingsley 

 Jean AhKao 

 Christopher Day 

 Shirley Traynor 

 Linda Knowles 

 Madeline Sutter 

 Jane Sharpe 
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Outreach has been doing what we refer to as 

the Angel tree*  for as many years as I can 

remember. It has been a conscious decision 

of Outreach to address needs requested via 

the Pamlico County Health Department, 

Coastal Women's Shelter, and HOPE Clinic 

and a policy of respecting the privacy of 

those in need by having the organizations 

distribute the gifts and food. 

 

Something is different this year. 2 people 

have contacted us to help others. One person 

is a woman whom Jeremiah has helped in the 

past. She requested help for someone else 

who has only recently fallen on hard times. 

The other request came from a HOPE patient 

who barely knows the family for which she 

requested help. Usually HOPE patients' 

names come initially to us by the director of 

HOPE. 

 

In the case of the first person, since her name 

came from an individual, I found myself in 

the awkward position of speaking with her 

directly re gifts for her child. She stated that 

it was hard for her to ask for help. I pointed 

out that she had NOT asked for help, 

someone else had asked for her. Then she 

said, "When I get back on my feet I will 

make a donation" I replied, "No, you will do 

something for someone else - as the other 

person did for you". 

 

Do not underestimate the value and 

importance of our generosity to our neighbors 

in this county. These are the only presents the 

children receive. Their needs are great when 

they ask for socks and sheets. 

And our supplemental food during the 

holiday carries over the children who do not 

have access to a subsidized breakfast and 

lunch. 

You can also feel good knowing that we 

seem to be the only church that does 

Christmas baskets. (In fact we do Easter 

baskets as well on the premise that needs 

occur more than once a year.) 

 

I am very proud of this congregation. We 

helped 16 families via gifts-36 children, 55 

tags on the tree- and 2 families with food 

only. 

 

Outreach will assemble 13 food baskets. 

 

*technically the name refers to children of 

prisoners 
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OUR LIVES TOGETHER EVERY WEEK  
 

 Holy Eucharist Sunday 8:00a 

 Sunday School Sunday 9:15a 

 Holy Eucharist Sunday 10:30a 

 AA Group Sunday 8:00p 

 Wardenôs & Staff Meeting Monday 9:30a 

 Bible Study Monday 10:30a 

 Bible Study Monday 1:30p 

 Cursillo Reunion Monday 5:30p 

 Cursillo Reunion Breakfast Tuesday 8:00a @ Deli Bistro 

 Menôs Bible Study Tuesday 9:00a 

 Alanon Tuesday 8:00p 

 Healing & Holy Eucharist Wednesday 8:30a 

 Greenhouse Bible Study Wednesday 1:00 PM 

 Choir Practice Thursday 7:00 p 

 Prayer Group (call for location) Friday 1:30p 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððï 

 Friday 1  New Yearôs Day 

 Sunday 3  2 Christmas Holy Eucharist Rite I 

 Monday 4 10:30a Worship & Music Committee 

 Tuesday 5  Epiphany EveðBurning of the Greens 

 Wednesday 6 7:00p Praise, Prayer & Rap w/the Rev 

 Sunday 10  1 Epiphany Holy Eucharist Rite II 

    Annual Meeting 

 Tuesday 12 10:30a Evangelism Committee 

   7:00p Vestry Meeting 

 Wednesday 13 10:00a Outreach Committee 

   7:00p Praise, Prayer & Bible Study 

 Saturday 16 9:00a Menôs Breakfast 

   9:00a ECW Community Retreat 

 Sunday 17  2 Epiphany Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 Monday 18  Office ClosedðMLK, Jr. Day 

 Wednesday 20 10:00a Pastoral Care Committee 

   7:00p Praise, Prayer & Bible Study 

 Friday 22  MOORINGS ARTICLES DUE  

 Saturday/Sunday 23-24  Vestry Retreat @ Trinity Center 

 Sunday 24  3 Epiphany Morning Prayer 

 Wednesday 27 7:00p Praise, Prayer & Bible Study 

 Sunday 31  4 Epiphany Holy Eucharist Rite II 

COLOR LEGEND 

RED ð CHURCH GREEN GREEN HOUSE 

BLUE ð PARISH HALL BLACK ð OTHER LOCATION 
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The Nativity of Our 

Lord Jesus Christ 
 

This year we are hosting Christmas Eve 

Worship jointly with Oriental United 

Methodist Church. 
 

Kid friendly worship is next door with the 

Methodist at 6 PM. 
 

Our Candlelight Sung Eucharist begins at 

10:30 PM with the Choir/Congregation 

music program. Worship begins at 11:00 PM. 
 

Pastor Keith Sexton and Fr. Jeremiah will 

share liturgical responsibilities. 
 

Christmas Day worship is at 10:00 AM. 

JANUARY  

LECTORS  

& CHALICE BEARERS  
 

Jan 3 8am  W. Seward 

  10:30 (L) G. Schenck 

   (C) D. Dunford 

   (C) G. Robinson 

 

Jan 10 8am  G. Evans 

  10:30 (L) J. Wall 

   (C) D. Dunford 

   (C) N. Inger 

 

Jan 17 8am  P. Valinoti 

  10:30 (L) B. Goodwin 

   (C) W. Seward 

   (C) E. Finta 

 

Jan 24 8am G. Evans 

  10:30 (L) K. Bates 

   (C) J. Sharpe 

   (C) J. Bond 

 

Jan 31 8 am M. Dales 

  10:30 (L) C. Bliss 

   (C) N. Inger 

   (C) J. Adkins 9. Here's a good one. There are individuals and whole 

families in your town who not only will have no 

"Christmas" tree, but neither will they have any 

presents to give or receive. If you don't know them, 

buy some food and a few gifts and give them to the 

Salvation Army or some other charity which believes 

in Me and they will make the delivery for you.  

 

10. Finally, if you want to make a statement about 

your belief in and loyalty to Me, then behave like a 

Christian. Don't do things in secret that you wouldn't 

do in My presence. Let people know by your actions 

that you are one of Mine.  

 

(Continued from page 11) 

Don't forget; I am God and can take care of Myself. 

Just love Me and do what I have told you to do. I'll 

take care of all the rest. Check out the list above and 

get to work; time is short. I'll help you, but the ball is 

now in your court.  

 

And do have a most blessed Christmas with all those 

whom you love and remember:  

 

I LOVE YOU,  

JESUS  
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Reflections Invitation 
 

 A question I struggle with for a congregation that is so active, is how to affirm 

life and faith as we grow more dependent and possibly invalid. 

 Please share your thoughts, one line or many, signed or anonymous, about how 

you hope to be faithful or valuable. 

 

 Please read below for the views of one parishioner. 

ECW is hosting a ñSpecialò retreat, open 

to the community, on Jan. 16th, 

ñCultivating a Healthy Mind, Body and 

Spirit with Yogaò.  The retreat will be 

held at Body Balance, runs from 9am-

3pm and the cost of $60.00 includes 

lunch. You will find more information on 

the flyer on the Bulletin board in the 

Parish Hall. 

Spoken English can be an odd languageðan accent makes such a difference in 

meaning.  A person who is an invalid is not necessarily invalid.  Stephen Hawking, for 

example.  Even those who cannot communicate are not non-persons.  I know such a 

girl, totally helpless from a brain injury in early childhood.  Who knows what or how 

she thinks?  But she has a lovely face, full of expression.  She can smile and laugh as 

well as frown.  A vegetable canôt do that. 

 

So, though someday you may think Iôm nothing but a cabbage, I will still be Godôs 

cabbage, and I hope to be valuable because He made me valuable in the beginning.  

Though part of me wears out, the part that is the handmaid of the Lord will only grow 

taller and stronger and more beautiful in the reflected light of the Lord.  And I will be 

what I was sent here to be. 

Participants need to secure their slot in the 

Retreat with a check made to Body 

Balance. 

  

And all ECW members - Please check the 

Hostess Schedule from the back of last 

months Moorings.  

 

Blessings, 

Ellie 
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NOTICE TO ALL PARISHIONERS  
 

We are still accepting nominations for Vestry.  Please see Camilla for qualifications and any 

questions you may have. 
 

We are also looking for members who would like to be delegates for Convention .  If you or 

someone you know has an interest, please call the church office @ 249-0256. 

 

 

GREETERSð2010 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

Oriental, NC 
  

Thank you for signing up for this important Evangelism function. 

 

 

JANUARY  Gary & Sue Williams JULY  Bill & Dee Sage 

 249-2258  249-3120 

 

FEBRUARY Jackie Wall  249-2882 AUGUST MaryAnne & Ross Kingsley 

 Lorraine Weeks 745-7776   249-1359 

 

MARCH  Connie Hickman 617-0720 SEPTEMBER Carolyn Schoch 745-7827 

 Nancy Inger 249-72  June Carpenter  249-0370 

 

APRIL  Camilla Turner  249-2897  OCTOBER Tom & Ellie Finta  

 Linda King  249-4994  249-9838 

 

MAY  Glen & Rolayne Schwendy NOVEMBER  Jean AhKao  249-2857 

 249-1503  Jane Bliss 249-2745 

 

JUNE George & Charlotte Schenck  DECEMBER John & Sue Alison 

 249-2831  745-7038 
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Letter from Jesus about Christmas --  

   

It has come to my attention that many of you are upset that folks are taking My name out of the season.   

How I personally feel about this celebration can probably be most easily understood by those of you who have 

been blessed with children of your own. 

 

I don't care what you call the day. If you want to celebrate My birth, just GET ALONG AND LOVE ONE 

ANOTHER.  Now, having said that let Me go on. If it bothers you that the town in which you live doesn't allow a 

scene depicting My birth, then just get rid of a couple of Santas and snowmen and put in a small Nativity scene on 

your own front lawn. If all My followers did that there wouldn't be any need for such a scene on the town square 

because there would be many of them all around town.  

   

Stop worrying about the fact that people are calling the tree a holiday tree, instead of a Christmas tree. It was I who 

made all trees. You can remember Me anytime you see any tree. Decorate a grape vine if you wish:  I actually 

spoke of that one in a teaching, explaining who I am in relation to you and what each of our tasks were. If you have 

forgotten that one, look up John 15: 1-8.  

   

If you want to give Me a present in remembrance of My birth here is My wish list. Choose something from it:  

   

1. Instead of writing protest letters objecting to the way My birthday is being celebrated, write letters of love and 

hope to soldiers away from home.  They are terribly afraid and lonely this time of year. I know,  

they tell Me all the time.  

   

2. Visit someone in a nursing home.  You don't have to know them personally.  They just need to know that 

someone cares about them.  

   

3. Instead of writing the President complaining about the wording on the cards his staff sent out this year, why 

don't you write and tell him that you'll be praying for him and his family this year.  Then follow up... It will be nice 

hearing from you again.  

   

4. Instead of giving your children a lot of gifts you can't afford and they don't need, spend time with them. Tell 

them the story of My birth, and why I came to live with you down here. Hold them in your arms and remind them 

that I love them.  

   

5 Pick someone that has hurt you in the past and forgive him or her.  

   

6. Did you know that someone in your town will attempt to take their own life this season because they feel so 

alone and hopeless?  Since you don't know who that person is, try giving everyone you meet a warm smile; it could 

make the difference.  

   

7. Instead of nitpicking about what the retailer in your town calls the holiday, be patient with the people who work 

there. Give them a warm smile and a kind word. Even if they aren't allowed to wish you a "Merry Christmas" that 

doesn't keep you from wishing them one. Then stop shopping there on Sunday. If the store didn't make so much 

money on that day they'd close and let their employees spend the day at home with their families. 

8. If you really want to make a difference, support a missionary--especially one who takes My love and Good 

News to those who have never heard My name.  

   

(Continued on page 7) 
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