February 2010

Lenten Program

The Sign Of Jonah
Lenten Devotional and Wednesday Len&uady

This sixsession Lenten Bible Study is written by seminary professor Dr. Reed Lessing.
This study follows Jonah on his journey of faith in the Book of Jonah and reveals at the
same time some very Lenten concepts that guide us on our journey with Jesus on the v
to the cross.

Sessions include:

God is calling (Jonah 1:3),
Saved in the Storr@donah 1:416),
Our Providing God (Jonah 1:17),
Praying in the Belly of the Great Big Fish (Jonah-20), ¢
The God of the Second Chance (Jonah43:1 S pesmrons -
About Face (Jonah 3:10).

Di scussion and real |l ife questions for
love in Jonah and in Jesumme.

In order to complete all six lessons we will begin on Ash Wednesday and continue until
Holy Week.

The Ash Wednesday Imposition of Ashes and Holy Eucharist will bé&t &nd will not
include a sermon. The Soup Supper and Lenten Program will be held simultaneously
beginning at 6:4PM.

Each of the next five Wednesdays will begin at @M with soup and continue with the
program at PM.

The devotional booklets will be available from the Last Sunday in Epiphany.

Study guides for the Sign of Jonah program will also be available
ahead of time.

Please come for whatever portion of the evening you can: either ft
i= | the table fellowship, the program or both.
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Reconciliation of a Penitent
(Private Confession)
As always pertains to confession in the Episcopal Church:
All may,d Some shouldd None must.

It is always appropriate that we confess directly to God those things wherein we
sin against God and our neighbor. What sins do we confess? First, card playing. T}
drinking, dancing, chewing. Of cour se
confessed if they fall into the broader context of things that separate us from the lo
of and relationship with God, or harm our neighbor or our relations with them.

Then there is the sin of the Garden of Eden when Eve and Adam wanted to be
God. At issue are the places where we have brought brokenness or persisted in se
tion. Willful disobedience of the Ten Commandments or of the Summary of the Law
To love God and our neighbor as ourselves, results in brokenness and separation.

God is in the business of healing a
by the work of the Cross that we be reconciled with him, with one another, and hea
of the spiritual and physical infirmities that are the evidence of our sin.

Though going directly to God as a penitent is the first choice, it is also comfortin
that the words of absolution and forgiveness sound in our human ears. We are call
by Scripture to ficonfess to one anoth
burden with another sister or brother, the Church has provided that the priest may |
confession under a seal of confidentiality.

Fr. Jeremiah will hear confessions in the church on Shrove Tuesday (16 Feb)
to assist you with your preparations for Lent.

12:00- 1:00 PMd 4:3071 5:30 PM

Booklets are in the back of the church. Please take a booklet and enter quietly.

Sit in the back and take time to prepare yourself. Choose which form you wish t
use and come to the front when you are ready.

You may kneel at the confessional or at the rail and the priest will join you.

You may remain in the church after your confession for a time of prayer and
thanksgiving for God's grace toward us sinners.

The content of your confession is under the seal of confidentiality and the priest
vocation.

News from St. Thomas Vestry

In early January a short, 2 question survey was inserted in the Sunday Bulletin as
Parishioners what they liked about St. Thomas and also what areas they felt we
needed to work on.

The survey responses were reviewed at the annual Vestry retreat this past wegke
On the first question, fAWhat is the
was that St. Thomas Parishioners are very blessed in the warmth, friendliness
love we share within our St. Thomas Family.

an(

The responses to the question, AWhat
majority addressed the desire to see our membership grow and to see increased
participation in our various committees and programs.

The Vestry will consider new ideas in the coming months to accomplish this, but w
ask that when you feel |l ead to part|i
Please step forwa@ your participation is needed and would be appreciated.
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Jackie Wall
&
Lorraine Weeks Feb. 7  Elaine Creel & Ellie Finta
Feb. 14 Carol McAdoo & Yvonne Larsen
Feb. 21 JoAnn Cuskley &Caroline Bliss
Feb. 28 Jackie Wall & Marge Dales
Jane Bliss and Dee Sage| wil/ prepare Godos Al tar
worship during February
We need your hell?LEASE. No one has signed up
for March. Please contact Marian soon if you are wifl-
ing to take at least a week. We will
be fine if we all pitch in.
Feb 7 8am W. Seward
Thank you for helping. 10:30 (L) J. Wall
_ (C) J. Adkins
Marian Day and (C©) G. Robinson
Mary Beth Berry
Feb 14 8am P. Valinoti
10:30 (L) K. Bates
(C) D. Dunford
(C©)  N.Inger
Feb21 8am G. Evans
10:30 (L) J.Berry
(©) J.Bond
(C) E.Finta
Feb 28 8am M. Dales
10:30 (L) C. Bliss
Rolayne Schwend
Y & y (C) D. Dunford
Dodge Hickman (€)  J.Adkins




